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В статье на фоне социально-политических трансформаций первой трети ХХ века 
рассматриваются судьбы сотрудников Научной библиотеки Одесского универси-
тета. Исследование посвящено изучению социального положения библиотечной 
интеллигенции в эпоху радикальных изменений общества, повлиявших на разви-
тие библиотечного дела. Прослежены судьбы библиотечных работников в контек-
сте перипетий указанного периода.
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У статті на тлі соціально-політичних трансформацій першої третини ХХ століття 
розглядаються долі співробітників Наукової бібліотеки Одеського університету. 
Дослідження присвячене вивченню соціального стану бібліотечної інтелігенції в 
епоху радикальних змін суспільства, що вплинули на розвиток бібліотечної спра-
ви. Простежено долі бібліотечних працівників в контексті перипетій зазначеного 
періоду.
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Summary
The complex of contemporary problems in Ukraine related to the reform of education and 
science calls upon to turn to the experience of the past years, for example, the first third of 
the twentieth century. During this period one of the best in the world scientific and educa-
tional system of the Russian empire was in a state of permanent reorganization as a result 
of the social, political and economic transformations in 1914-1920. One of objects of this 
policy was the Scientific Library of the Odessa (Novorossiisky) University.
For nearly two hundred years a multifaceted and productive activity of the library is put 
into practice by its employees that keep the continuity of library studies, continue the 
work of founders of the library, develop and realize its tasks, and in general contribute 
development of education and science, the necessity of enhancing their role in social life 
in further. In this connection the reconstruction and understanding the fate of the library 
employees in one of the hardest periods of national history is a scientific challenge.
Under current conditions the revision of the conceptual positions using new sources and 
methods of research gives is an opportunity to analyze objectively in the context of the 
history of Scientific Library the authorities’ actions in relation to its employees and their 
fate in the first third of the twentieth century. A detachment of investigation the librarians’ 
biographies as a separate subject of the historical research allows us to determine their role 
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in the development of library infrastructure against the social and political changes. The 
impact of these processes on members life of the scientific intelligentsia.
Scientific publications which deal with this problem are not numerous. It is determinate 
with works on history of Scientific Library and articles on studies of biographies of the 
librarians. The sources of this research were the archival materials and publications of the 
historians of Odesa. The article is based on general methodological principles of historical 
science: historicism, scientific objectivity in covering of system historical facts and events. 
The author used chronological, typological, comparative methods of historical researches, 
classification and systematization of it sources and bibliographic material. Analysis of the 
sources was carried out using the methods of sources and archival heuristics.
The scientific novelty of the results shows the papers as the first general study on history 
of the fate of the library employees presented in the context of social and political devel-
opment of the country. The unknown archival sources were first analyzed and put into 
scientific circulation. This information promotes researches on development the library 
infrastructure and the fate of librarians.
The findings greatly enrich the knowledge of sources about library history in Ukraine, 
reproduce the main trends and characteristics of this process in the Scientific Library by 
reconstructing biographies of its employees that forms scientific, theoretical and practical 
significance of the study. The article contributes to the development of objective scientific 
concepts and views on the scope of the phenomenon of the library as an important source 
for studying various aspects of life and activities of the society.

Keywords: Scientific Library, University of Odessa, staff, librarians, fate, transformations, 
repressions.


