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ARCHIVIST AND BIBLIOPHILE ANTONI MUCZKOWSKI

Summary

The article presents biographical information on Antoni Muczkowski (Muciek) (1807-1852), a famous Polish
philologist, publisher, archivist and bibliophile. The features of his book collection are exposed.
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The library of the Odessa I. Mechnikov National University holds books from the
collection of Antoni Muczkowski (Muciek), 1807-1852), a Polish philologist, archivist, publisher
and bibliophile [See: 1; 3; 2, p. 105; 9, p. 1101]. These copies were acquired by NovorossiyskKi
(Odessa) University Library in the second half of the 19" century along with book collections of other
Polish bibliophiles: a Slavist, bibliographer, ethnographer and traveler Andrzej Kucharsky (1865) and
a lawyer and historian Senator Romuald Hube (1868). The books replenished the stacks of the
University Library and supplemented philological, ethnographic, legal and historical literature. As a
result of the studies of provenances, 16 books from the A. Muczkowski library with records of the
owner have been revealed [Il. 1].
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Lengnich, Gotfrid. Gotfridi Lengnich lus publicum regni Poloni : [in 2 t.]. — Gedani [GdanskK] :
sumtu loannis Henrici Rudiger, 1742-1746. — T. 1-2 (shelfmark — 162/30)
Antoni Muczkowski’s owner’s record

Anthoni Muczkowski can’t be called a well-known bibliophile, which prompts us to give
some details of his biography. Polish periodicals Dziennik warszawski, Kurjer warszawski,
Szpargaly ..., as well as a number of biographical dictionaries served us as the main source of
information about A. Muczkowski’s life [8; 9;10].

A. Muczkowski was born in 1807, probably in Zawieprzyce in Legczna County, Lublin
province [8, p. 342]. Both the exact date and place of birth are unknown [10, p. 245]. Information

about early childhood and mature years of A. Muczkowski can be found in the publication of a famous
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Polish historian and teacher Julian Bartoszewicz, published in several issues of «Dziennik
warszawski» (Warsaw Journal) in 1852.

All the facts given in the article “Antoni Muczkowski” are taken from A. Muczkowski’s
personal memories. The author writes that A. Muczkowski himself did not know the exact date of his
birth. The metric recorded the date of baptism, June 4th. He was baptized by the priest Benedykt
Jakubowski, a prebendary in Laszczoéw and a vicar at the parish church in Kijany, which included the
village of Zawieprzyce [5, No. 218, p. 1]. In his brief biography A. Muczkowski wrote that he was
born in May 1807 in Lublin in a “servile” family [10, p. 245] being the son of Marcin Muciek® and
Katarzyna (Katarzyna z Drelankow) [12, p. 65].

At the age of eight, after the death of his parents and brother Franciszek, Anthoni remained
under the care of his elder brother Jozef (1795-1858). Anthoni, whose surname now sounded as
Muczkowski, moved with his elder brother to Krakow where he went to elementary classes of a
gymnasium. In 1819, the brothers moved to Poznan: Jozef got a teaching position in the Catholic
Gymnasium of St. Mary Magdalene, and Anthoni continued his education [5, Ne 218, p. 2]. Since
then he had to give private lessons not to burden his brother and the family of the latter. Having
received a school certificate, A. Muczkowski decided to become a priest. In 1826, he left for Wroclaw
to study theology. However, having arrived at the University, he changed his mind and entered the
law faculty [4, p. 126; 5, Ne 218, p. 3].

A year later, because of the lack of finances, A. Muczkowski was forced to move from Wroclaw
to Berlin, where he had been studying law and philology for 3 years [4, p. 126; 5, Ne 218, p. 3; 10,
p. 245]. There he met people who greatly influenced his future. A. Muczkowski met a renowned
Polish legal historian Wactaw-Aleksander Maciejowski and professor of Warsaw University
Romuald Hube. He “became close to a Slavophile Kucharsky, who travelled all over Eastern Europe
at the expenses of the Government, in order to occupy the chair of antiquity, history and Slavic
literature in Warsaw, a person eager for science and ready to self-sacrificing work, who diligently
sought Slavic runes and showed great promise” [5, Ne 219, p. 1].

A. Muczkowski worked hard. “Being plunged into hard work, he hadn’t enjoyed joyful
moments of the young age or noisy life of University students ...” [4, p. 126]. He had never been a
German Bursh?, did not participate in duels, and did not use harsh words in his vocabulary. A modest
young man knew how to control his passions and, oddly enough, A. Muczkowski never went through
the time of pranks, golden hopes, big dreams and ambitions that are natural for people of his age [see:
4, p. 126].

Having graduated from the University, A. Muczkowski wasn’t able to pay the whole sum for
lectures to University professors. He had to come back to his family and friends in Krakow where he

had been working for several years as a tutor. The lack of permanent work and any perspectives



forced A. Muczkowski to move to Warsaw at the end of 1831. He used to earn his living giving
private lessons, but he still dreamed of a public service [4, p. 127; 5, No. 219, p. 2].

In 1835, A. Muczkowski simultaneously applied to the Education Commission (Komisja
Edukacji) for the teaching position and to the Justice Commission (Komisja Sprawiedliwosci) for a
position of an adjunct at the judicial archives in Warsaw. To work in the archives, A. Muczkowski
needed recommendations, which could be provided in Warsaw by R. Hube, W.-A. Maciejowski and
A. Kucharski. Finally the candidacy of A. Muczkowski was approved.

At the same time, a public competition for the post of an archivist in Lublin was announced by
the chairman of the civil court. A. Muczkowski was among six applicants [5, No. 219, p. 3]. He was
ready to move from Warsaw to Lublin, but on May 1, 1835, he was appointed a deputy teacher in the
Warsaw gymnasium with a salary of 1,800 zlotys, and the next day, on May 2, the Justice Commission
appointed him to the position of an adjunct in Lublin with a salary of 1500 zt. The young man decided
to stay in Warsaw as the capital gave him more opportunities for learning and self-realization
(according to Yu. Bartoszevicz, the salary did not affect his decision) [4, ¢. 127; 5, No. 221, p. 1].

A. Muczkowski started working in the gymnasium when it was headed by Tomasz Dziekonski
[5, No. 221, c 1]. Y. Bartoszewicz who used to be a student of this gymnasium, recalled the first
meeting with A. Muczkowski: “I remember when I first noticed him in the schoolyard. He was of
medium height, looking pale and miserable and already stooped with work, but there was something
ineffably nice in his face that said that he was soft; at the same time there were signs of intellect
proving extensive knowledge and abilities ... That face of his, thinking, melancholic and full of pain,
made an indelible impression on me ”[4, p. 127-128; 5, No. 221, p. 2].

While A. Muczkowski was working in the gymnasium, he was still considered an archival
clerk. Soon, the chairman of the civil court, Antoni Rabinski, filed a report that the new archivist did
not appear at work (June 24, 1835). The Justice Commission called upon A. Muczkowski to appear
at his destination within fourteen days, warning him in advance that if he did not arrive at the
appropriate time, the commission would appoint someone else to his position (July 4). At this time,
after the death of the chief royal archivist Walenty Majewski-Skorochéd, the position of an adjunct
in the Main Archives of Ancient Acts of Royal Metrics in Warsaw became vacant. A. Muczkowski
asked the Justice Commission to move him from Lublin to the capital as an adjunct (July 19).
A. Muczkowski was employed for a three-month probationary period (July 25) [5, No. 221, p. 2].

As soon as a holiday period began in the gymnasium on August 1, 1835, A. Muczkowski started
working in the Main Archives of Ancient Acts [4, p. 128; 8, p. 342] getting 1,500 zloty in addition to
his teacher’s salary, which made his general income 3,300 zloty. He got a chance to think of his
future. However, the scholar realized that teaching career would not be long suit him. It took a lot of
efforts and health, therefore, having worked for less than seven months, A. Muczkowski applied for
his resignation [5, No. 221, p. 2-3]. Eventually he only worked in the archives. At the end of the



probationary period, the Justice Commission approved A. Muczkowski as the second adjunct of the
Main Archives of Ancient Acts (December 16). In addition to a salary of 1,500 zlotys,
A. Muczkowski earned extra money for issuing copies of various documents and privileges for court
proceedings as well as documents to confirm the legitimacy of the nobility, the separation of property
and property rights [5, No. 221, p. 3].

Working in the Main Archives of the Ancient Acts opened up A. Muczkowski a new area for
research. Meanwhile, some deficiencies in the functioning of the archive were revealed, namely the
forgery of a document. By decision of the government of March 30, 1838, all archive officials,
including A. Muczkowski, were removed from office. Judicial proceedings were initiated, and until
the court decided, the scholar was under suspicion as well as other employees [5, No. 222, p. 3]. This
incident undermined A. Muczkowski’s poor health and he was repeatedly close to death. Doctors
advised him to be treated with mineral waters abroad. But, firstly, being suspended from work, he
only got the minimum allowance and could not afford expensive treatment, and secondly, he could
not leave the country while he had been under investigation. Finally, on January 21, 1841 the
Mazovian Criminal Court acquitted A. Muczkowski of all charges. In summer 1841 he went at his
own expenses for a three-month treatment to Karlovy Vary, and upon his return he started working
in the archives [5, No. 223, p. 1].

A. Muczkowski was bored with the fact that due to lack of money, he hadn’t paid for the lectures
of the professors from Wroclaw and Berlin. At the same time, he and his brother helped a widowed
sister with children [5, No. 223, p. 2].

After several years of need, the life of A. Muczkowski changed when W.-A. Maciejowski
recommended him as his successor at the position of the professor of the Roman Catholic Theological
Academy in Warsaw [4, p. 128]. Since 1850, A. Muczkowski had become a teacher of Greek and
Latin literature at the Department of Ancient Literature [5, No. 223, p. 3; 6, No. 128, p. 1]. This
greatly improved his financial situation, but his health deteriorated. “His emaciated and yellowed face
bore a distinct imprint of suffering, which he endured with humility” [4, p. 128]. He had a progressive
cardiovascular disease.

Despite the serious illness, A. Muczkowski collected various materials on the history of Poland
and worked them out. In the last years of his life, he had been working on the publication of the Polish
Diplomatic Code (Kodeks dyplomatyczny polski; Warsaw, 1847-1859) [5, No. 224, p. 1-3; 10, p.
245-246] [Il. 2].
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A. Muczkowski spent all his income on buying books. Collecting was his only passion [4,
p. 129]. The first books were acquired by him no later than in 1835, which is evidenced by the records
on books from his collection. His library was the best in Warsaw at that time consisting of about
12,000 titles of books and brochures [5, No. 222, p. 1]. The book collection was wide-ranging
including works on history, philology, law, theology, medicine. A. Muczkowski tried to acquire
every rare and special copy. He was known to all the antiquaries of Warsaw being a frequent visitor
to their stores [5, Ne 221, cp 3].

A. Muczkowski lent books from his collection to those whom he trusted. But not everyone had
a chance to see his library. In the apartment where he lived a small room served him a bedroom and
a study, the other being a library. According to Yu. Bartoszewicz, “in the library there were six tall
bookcases full of books, besides two chests, and lot of brochures and books were lying on the floor
as well as in the corners [of the room] ... A. Muczkowski put his treasures one on another placing
them in rows, and squeezed them so as to create even more space for new books. Some books were
standing, others were lying on them in disorder, tightly bound with a string” [5, No. 222, p. 1].
Nevertheless, A. Muczkowski managed to find any book in his collection.

At the beginning of April 1852, A. Muczkowski planned to go abroad for treatment, but his
health had drastically deteriorated which made it impossible. He died during the night of April 6 to
7, 1852% [4, p. 128; 5, No. 226, p.1; 11, p. 18-19]. His comrade Poznanczyk along with Pan
Wojnszynski, a guardian and representative of authorities, arranged the funeral and settlement of

A. Muczkowski’s affairs®.



A. Muczkowski’s brother, a professor at the University of Krakow J. Muczkowski disowned
the inheritance in favor of their sister and her minor children [5, No. 226, p. 2]. However, according
to the “Kurjer Warszawski”, after A. Muczkowski’s death “at the request of the court prosecutor in
the absence of heirs” a notary Teofil Brzozowski signed the “decision of the President of the Warsaw
civil court dated June 3/15 of the current year No. 6169 ”about selling Muczkowski’s library at public
auction in June 1852 [7, No. 167, p. 882].

Before the auction an announcement was published in the Warsaw press: “If any of the
respected writers have books borrowed from Anthony Muczkowski, care to hand them promptly over
to Voichinsky at No. 614-b Vezhbova Street, as they will be needed to complete the inventory of the
deceased’s book collection” [7, No. 147, p. 771]. As soon as the inventory was ready, the library as
well as other A. Muczkowski’s belongings were put up for public auction from June 18 to 30 1852.
Most of the library of the late A. Muczkowski, unsold at auction, was moved to a more convenient
place for the public - “from the 1% floor to the ground floor of V. Naimsky house at No. 649 Przejazd
street” [7, No. 182, p. 959]. Further sale of this library took place “every afternoon, excluding
holidays, until the full sale of these works” [7, No. 182, p. 959]. Therefore, books from the
A. Muczkowski library were scattered.

The availabiblity of a small goup of books from Muczkowski’s collection in the Scientific
Library of the Odessa I. I. Mechnikov National University makes it possible to trace the destiny of
books coming from the collection as well as to note clarify book preferences of the bibliophile.
Perspectives of further work can be found in both identification of the books coming from
A. Muczkowski’s collection in University library stacks and studying the formation of the collection,

and the destiny of copies of books and their particularities.

Notes

Y In Muczkowski’s papers his father was recorded as Mark, Marcin and Michal while in the certificate of birth there is a
record about Marcin [5, Ne 218, s. 2].

2Bursch (ger.Bursche) is a student of a German University adopted by the brotherhood, whose members participated in
duels, benders, etc.

3 A. Muczkowski died in his sleep. «He was lying in peace with a finger on his mouth as if he wanted to express that he
didn’t want to be spoken of during his lifetime and after death he wanted humble recollection of him to remain in silence»
[4,s.128].

4 Kurjer Warszawski published the following announcement: “Anthony Muczkowski, a teacher of the Roman Catholic
Theological Academy recently passed on to the eternity. In the absence of his brother friends invite colleagues and
acquaintances to escort his body at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, the procession is to take place from the Chapel XX of the
Reformat church at Powazkowski cemetery” [7, No. 95, S.1]. After A. Muczkowski’s death, 200 zlotys were left (later
another 500 zlotys were found), but this amount was not enough to pay for the funeral, the missing part (200 zlotys) was
paid by the authorities of Warsaw. The funeral of A. Muczkowski took place on April 9, 1852. The funeral procession
was accompanied by many friends and colleagues of the archivist and teacher, as well as all representatives of
intelligentsia of Warsaw [5, No. 226, s. 2].
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VY cratTi nogano GiorpagivHi BiZOMOCTI PO KUTTA MOJBCHKOro (ijonora, BUAaBLs, apXiBapiyca Ta

6i0modina Auronis MyukoBcekoro (Myueka) (Antoni Muczkowski (Muciek), 1807—1852). Po3kpuTi
0C00JIMBOCTI HOr'O KHMKKOBOI KOJIEKIIii.

A. MyukoBcbkHll TO4YaTKOBY OcBiTy oTpuMaB y Kpakosi Ta Ilosnami. IloTiM BiH HaBuaBcsi Ha
opuandHOMy (hakynbTeTi BporiaBchkoro yHiBEpCcHTETY, a B bepiiHCEKOMY yHIBEpCHUTETI BHUBYAB
npaBo Ta Qinonoriro. [lo 3akiHueHHI0 HaB4aHHSI A. MydukoBChbKHi nepeixaB 1o Bapmasu. Croyatky
BiH TNpalioBaB NPUBATHUM BUYUTEJEM, a MOTIM BuHTeneM y rimuazii. Hesabapom A. MyukoBchbKuid
MepenoB Ha poboTy B ['0MOBHMIA apXiB MaBHIX KOPOJIBCHKUX METPUK Ha TMocady aja FoHKTa. Yepes
KilbKa pOKIB 3a pekoMmeHaauiero B.-A. MamnuiioBcbkoro A. MydkoBcbkuil OyB mNpH3HAYCHUH
BHKJIaJ[a9eM T'PeIbKO]1 i IATHHCHKOI JTiTeparyp Ha Kadenpi aHTHIHO1 JIiTepaTypu PUMCHKO-KaTONMHIIBKOT
IyXOBHOI akajieMii B Bapmasi.

A. MyuKoBCBKHH, HE 3BaKAIOUYH Ha TSHKKY XBOpoOy Ta (piHaHCOBI mpobieMu, 30MpaB Ta TOCIIKyBaB
Marepianu 3 ictopii [lompmai. B ocTaHHl pokH )KUTTS BiH TpamioBaB Hall «I[0IbCHKIM THIIOMATHIHAM
konekcom» («Kodeks dyplomatyczny polski»; Bapmasa, 1847-1859).

AHTOHIA MydYKOBCEKH OyB mprcTpacHuM 0i0miodinom, SKOTO 3HAIM BCi aHTHKBapu BapmraBu. Bech
CBilf MPUOYTOK KOJIEKIIOHEp BHUTpadaB Ha KYMIBIIO KHAT. BueHwii 3i0paB HaliKpally Ha TOH dYac
0i0mioreky B Bapmapi, mo namiuyBana Omm3pko 12000 nHazB kuur i Opomryp. [licms cmepri
A. My4koBcbKoro 0ibmioTeka Ta iHme MaifHo 0i0miodina Oyau BEUCTaBIeHI HA POJaX HA MyOITiTHOMY
ayKIIiOHi, O MPOXOAUB Y KiHli uepBHs 1852 p. Kuuru ta pykonwucu 3 6i6miorekn A. MydKkoBCHKOTO
OyJIn pO3MOPOIIIEHi 1 MoJaIbIna 10 OUTBIIOCT] MPUMIPHUKIB € HEBIOMOIO.

Y Haykosiii 6i6mioreni OmecbKoro HalioHaIbHOTO yHiBepcuTeTy iMmeHi . I. MedHnkoBa BUSBIEHO
OlnpIle JecsiTKa MPUMIPHUKIB 13 KHUT030ipHi AHTOHISE MyukoBcbkoro. Bonu Haniiimm go goHmy y
CKIani ABOX iHmMX Komekmid: Anmkess Kyxapcekoro ta Pomyanpna ['yoe. Kaurnm 3 mux Komekmii
BIIWJTHCS 10 3arajgbHoro oy 6i0MioTekH Ta MOMOBHUIM (iNOJIOTIUHY, eTHOrpadiuHy, IOpUANIHY K
ICTOPUYHY JiTepaTypy.

Businennst kaur A. My4koBChKOTO 3 (POHIIB YHIBEpPCHUTETCHKOI 0i0mioTekn, BUBYCHHS (POpPMyBaHHS
KOJIEKIIii, icTopil icHyBaHHS MPUMIPHUKIB KHUT Ta iX 0COOIMBOCTEH € MEPCIEKTUBHUM HATPSMKOM.

Kuarouogi cioBa: 6i6miodin, apxiapiyc, A. MyukoBcekuii, P. I'yOe, A. Kyxapcbkuii, yHiBepCUTETChKa
6i0uioTexa.

APXUBAPUYC U BUBJINO®UJI AHTOHUA MYYKOBChKHI

A. B. BeaukoaHnas,

rIaBHBIN OubaroTekaps Hayunoit 6ubnuoreku

Opnecckoro HaMOHANBHOTO YHUBepcuTeTa umeHu 1. Y. MeunukoBa
yi1. [IpeoOpakenckas, 24, M. Oneca, 65082, Ykpauna,

ten .: (0482) 34 77 89

e-mail: library@onu.edu.ua

B crarbe npeacrasieHs! Onorpaduueckie CBEACHUS O )KU3HU MOJIBCKOro (uionora, u3naTess, apxuBapuyca
n oubnnoduna AatoHus MyukoBcbkoro (Myueka) (Antoni Muczkowski (Muciek), 1807-1852). PackpbITbt
0COOEHHOCTH €ro KHWKHOW KOJUIEKLIUH.

A. MyuKOBCbKHIA, HECMOTpSl Ha TXKeNylo Ooyie3Hb M (UHAHCOBBIE NPOOJIEMBI, COOMpANT M HCCIEeI0Ball
Matepuaisl mo ucropuu [lompimm. B mocnennue roas! sxn3an oH padortan Haja «lombCckuM AUMTIIOMaTHIECKUM
konekcom» ( «Kodeks dyplomatyczny polski»; Baprrasa, 1847-1859).

AHTOHMI MyYKOBCHKHH ObIIT CTpacTHBIM OMOIMOMUIOM, KOTOPOTO 3HAIM BCE aHTHKBaphl Bapmassl. Bcero
CBOIO IPHUOBLIH KOJJIEKIIMOHEDP TPATHJI HA MOKYIIKY KHUT. YUYEeHBIH cOOpall JIyqIIyio B TO BpeMsi OMOIHOTEKyY
B Bapmase, HacuutbsiBaBmas okono 12000 nazBanuit kHUr u Opomrtop. Ilocne cmeptn A. MyuKoBCbKOTO
OubIIMoTeKa U JIpyroe UMyIiecTBo Onbmuodmia OblIM BRICTABIICHB HA TIPOJAXKY Ha MYOIUYHOM ayKIIUOHE,
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MIPOXOAMBIIEM B KOHIIE MIoHA 1852 Kuurn u pykonucu n3 6uoanoTekn A. MydKOBCHKOTO OBIITH pacCesHBI U
JanpHenIas cyap0a OOMBIIMHCTBA SK3EMIUISIPOB HEM3BECTHA.

B Hayunoii 6ubnuorexe Onecckoro HaMoHANBHOTO yHHBepcuTeTa uMeHu . Y. MeunukoBa oOHapyKeHO
0oJjee mecATKa SK3EMIUTIPOB U3 OnOmmoTexkn AHTOHNS MydkoBchKoro. BreisiBienrne kHur A. MydKOBCBKOTO
u3 (pOHIOB YHUBEPCUTETCKON OMONNOTEKH, N3ydeHne (HOPMHUPOBAHUS KOJUIEKIIUH, UCTOPUH CYIIECTBOBAHUS
9K3EMIUIIPOB KHUT U UX OCOOCHHOCTEH SIBIISICTCS IIEPCIIEKTUBHBIM HAIIPABICHUEM.

KuroueBbie cioBa: 6ubnmodun, apxuBapuyc, A. MyukoBcbkui, P. I'y6e, A. Kyxapckuii, yHuBepcuTeTcKas
Oubsmorexa.



