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VOLTAIRE’S OEUVRES IN THE LYCEUM LIBRARY

The paper deals with the forming of the University Volteriana during the early stage
of the history of University Library connected with the Richelieu Lyceum in Odessa.
A complex of Voltaire’s oeuvres in the Library was examined de visu. The paper
presents information on a number of copies of Voltaire’s writings acquired by the
Lyceum Library.
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Voltaire’s oeuvres occupy an honorable place in the collections of any academic
library. The Scientific Library of the Odessa National I. I. Mechnikov University is
no exception holding an impressive number of the writings of one of top authors of
the world literature and philosophy. The paper presents the results of the study based
on the range of Voltaire’s works in the University Library stocks, which had been
examined de visu in order to study the repertory and ways of acquisition of Voltaire’s
oeuvres at an early stage of the Library activities.

A number of copies of Voltaire’s writings are marked with a stamp of the Odessa
Richelieu Lyceum («ITEY: OJECC: PUILIEJBEBCKATI'O JIMIIES»). The origins
of the Scientific Library of the Odessa National I. I. Mechnikov University date back
to 1817 when a Lyceum was established bearing the name of the duke of Richelieu
(Armand-Emmanuel de Vignerot du Plessis, duc de Richelieu, 1766—1822). Riche-
lieu, who enjoyed incredible popularity and the reputation of a brilliant administrator
governing the city in 1803—1814 and the province of Novorossiya in 1805-1814,
initiated a number of cultural and educational projects in Odessa. He encouraged
the establishment of the Lyceum, which was the second lyceum in the Russian Em-
pire after the Imperial Lyceum in Tsarskoye Selo (the Imperial Alexander Lyceum)
founded in 1811, and promoted its progress after he had left for France. The first
Lyceum director, a reputable French preceptor abbot Nicolle (Dominique-Charles
Nicolle, 1758—1835) was known to be the duke’s creature.

Richelieu contributed as well to the forming of the Lyceum library having do-
nated 15000 francs in order to complete its stocks. Nicolle followed his patron’s ex-
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ample and donated his salary for 1818 for the same purpose. In summer and autumn
of 1817, Nicolle went to France in order to recruit some teachers for the Lyceum as
well as to acquire books for its Library'. At the end of 1818, the books arrived in
Odessa and replenished the Library stocks [1, f. 4, 152; 2, f. 150-150v; 9, p. 33-35].

We have no archive documents listing purchased books or giving any details on
Nicolle’s acquisitions at our disposal [see: 9, p. 34, 50, 52-54]. The first mention of
Voltaire’s works in the stocks of the Library can be found in the Catalogue compiled
in 1829 by Platon Simonovich (ITnaror Cumonosuh, 1795-1866), professor of com-
mercial sciences and political economy of the Lyceum [3, f. 4-28; 5; 9, p. 60-94].
The Catalogue includes six titles of Voltaire’s works (30 vol.) mainly published in
the early 19" century. Histoire de I’Empire de Russie sous Pierre le Grand (Paris,
1809), Essai sur les meeurs et [’esprit des Nations (5 vol., Paris, 1792), Histoire de
Charles XII (Paris. 1816) are listed in the section « History »; La Henriade (2 vol.;
Paris, 1770) and two sets of Theatre de Voltaire — 9 volumes published in Paris
(1809) and 12 volumes printed in Toulouse (1790) are present in the section of « Po-
etry ». Besides, Euvres de P. Corneille, avec le Commentaire de Voltaire sur les
pieces de theatre (12 vol.; Paris, 1801) must be mentioned as well. The latter must
have been bought in Paris as evidenced by a bookseller’s label stuck on the verso of
the binding: «Potey, Libraire, rue du Bac, n°46, pres celle S. Dominique, A Parisy.
This «short-list» contains some of Voltaire’s most famed works, including histori-
cal studies, plays and poetry while his philosophical writings (i. e. Lettres philo-
sophiques, Eléments de la philosophie de Newton, Dictionnaire philosophique, etc.)
were completely absent. It is important to note that all above-mentioned books are
still on the shelves of the University Library.

In the 1830-1850s, the Library stocks were replendished with a number of Vol-
taire’s oeuvres: Doutes nouveaux sur le testament attribué au cardinal de Richelieu
(Geneve-Paris, 1765), Prix de la justice et de [’humanité (Ferney, 1778), a volume
of an Italian version of his famous Candide — Candido ossia |’ Ottimismo di Voltaire
(Genova, [1797]), Commentaire sur le livre Des délits et des peines (anonymously
published in 1766) and Cesare Beccaria’s Dei delitti e delle pene (Bassano, 1797)
with Voltaire’s commentaries. In 1843, the Library was completed with 35 volumes
of the first edition of the celebrated Encyclopédie coming from the stocks of the
Medical and Surgical Academy in Vilna (Vilnius) abolished in 1842 [6, p. 19-21].

Russian translations of Voltaire’s writings in the Lyceum Library were repre-
sented by two volumes of the Complete collection of all till now translated into
Russian ... works by Mr. Voltaire (Ilonnoe cobpanue écex 00 HviHe nepededeHHbIX Ha
POCCULICKOU A3bIK ... couunenutl 2. Bonmepa; vol. 1, 3) published in Moscow in 1802.

Some publications dedicated to the great philosopher were acquired as well, La
philosophie de Voltaire (Paris, 1848) by a French philosopher and journalist Ernest
Bersot (1816-1880) being an example of critical works on Voltaire’s oeuvres. It is
interesting to note that the Library conserved some «forbidden» that is uncensored
books, 1. e. Mémoires anecdotiques, trés curieux et inconnus jusqu’a ce jour sur
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Voltaire, réflexions sur ses ouvrages, suivis de divers écrits inédits de la marquise
du Chatelet, du président Hénault, de Piron, etc. by Sébastian G. Longchamps and
Jean-Louis Wagniere (Paris, 1838). The Mémoires written by former Voltaire’s sec-
retaries were included in the General alphabetic list of the books printed in French
since 1815 to 1853 forbidden by the censorship for the public [8, Ne 1653)]°.

Very little is known about the ways of acquisition of the mentioned books by
the Lyceum. In rare cases it is possible to follow them which is the case of Prix de
la justice et de I’humanité (Ferney, 1778) bearing a bookseller’s label: «Librairie
de J. Roubaud a Odessa». Jean Roubaud (1785/1786—1852) came to Odessa from
Marseille in 1803. A prosperous merchant of the 1% guilde, he became one of the first
Honorary Citizens of Odessa. Besides a range of other occupations, Roubaud ran a
bookshop «Magazin de nouveautés» and served as a commissioner of the Richelieu
Lyceum [9, p. 40-41, 53].

Who was responsible for the selection of the books to be acquired for the Lyceum
Library? We only know that the professors could order the literature they found
obligatory to meet the Lyceum requirements. In this context, the fact of the presence
of the teaching staff of French origin is also worth mentioning. Here are the names of
some of the French teaching in the Lyceum in 1817-1822: professor of grammar and
French geography abbot Philippe Boisvin was succeeded by an adjunct professor
Nicolas Naudot while a Swiss Jean Laurent was a professor of French literature and
universal history. Abbot Nicolle’s adjunct, Rémi Gillet (he succeeded Nicolle after
the latter left Odessa in 1820) was also teaching French literature and history? [7; 11,
p. 192—-197]. At a later date (since 1841) another lecturer of French and belles-lettres
of French origin was Alphonse Chapellon, also known as an amateur poet. His son
Auguste Chapellon, who was teaching French in the University, gave the Library, on
several occasions, a number of French books including Voltaire’s writings.

It is interesting to compare the corpus of Voltairiana in the libraries of educa-
tional institutions of the same type, particularly with that of the Imperial Lyceum
in Tsarskoye Selo. Thanks to the recent publication on the history of the first (and
the most celebrated) lyceum in the Russian Empire, we have at our disposal texts
of two documents: «A list of books from the Alexander Palace, made on June 28,
1810 by the collegiate councillor Bataille» and «A list of books received from the
Jasper Rooms Library. September 12, 1817» [4, p. 500-504, 505-510]. These docu-
ments present some of Voltaire’s works that largely coincide with those kept in the
Richelieu Lyceum Library. La Henriade, Thédatre de Voltaire, Thédtre de Corneille
and Traité des délits et des peines... by Beccaria (the last two of cited publications
with Voltaire’s commentary) were available in both lyceum libraries, in Tsarskoye
Selo these oeuvres were supplemented with different editions of Romans et Contes
de Voltaire as well as with periodicals (Choix de nouveaux opuscules) containing
Voltaire’s texts.

The repertory of writings of an outstanding French author and philosopher in the
Richelieu Lyceum Library may be regarded as a surprisingly limited one, especially
considering the fact that the French colony used to be very influential in the epoch of
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Richelieu and his successor count Langeron®. It should be noted, however, that the
Richelieu Lyceum was active in the period, being far from beneficial in the Russian
Empire for the heritage of Siecle des Lumieres when a number of Voltaire’s enthusi-
asts decreased noticeably. Nevertheless, the bases of the University Volteriana were
laid. In 1865, the Lyceum was transformed into Novorossiyskiy University. The Li-
brary got a status of the «Fundamental University Library» with the stocks rapidly
growing thanks to acquisitions at government expense as well as to charity [6, p. 55-
76]. An impressive range of Voltaire’s oeuvres was present in former private book
collections donated to the Library by Russian aristocrats and scholars in the late 19
century and early 20" century. Volteriana in prestigious Vorontsov family and count
A. G. Stroganov libraries is beyond the scope of a short communication and deserves
to be thoroughly studied.

Notes

! Nicolle had to sell his private book collection known to be «quite numerous, well-selected and remark-
able as to the beauty of the ouvrages» in order to cover the cost of the journey [10, p. 117].

2 In February 1818, the Lyceum, along with Universities in the Russian Empire, gained the privilege to
get books from abroad without censorship. In 1828, the Richelieu Lyceum obtained the right to subscribe to
books from abroad with the prior consent of the Ministry of Public Education [6, p. 14].

3 A dozen of names of the French teaching Mathematics and Physics as well as dancing, fencing or serv-
ing as tutors can be recited [11, p. 196].

4 Louis Alexandre Andrault de Langeron (1763—1831) was the governor of the city of Odessa in 1815—
1820 and the general-governor of the province of Novorossiya in 1815-1823.
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MMPOU3BEJIEHUS BOJIBTEPA B JIMIEMCKON BUBJIMOTEKE

B coobmennu paccmMaTpuBaeTcst CTAHOBICHUE KOJUIEKINH «Bonbrepnanay yHUBeEp-
CHUTETCKOW OMOTMOTEKH Ha TIEPBOM dTane e€ HCTOPHH, CBSI3aHHOM ¢ PuIenbseBckum
muneeM B Opnecce. [Ipocmotpen de visu komrieke mpou3BeneHuii Bomsrepa, xpa-
HAmmXcs B poHmax oudbmmorexn. [Ipeacrasnena naGopManys o psaie IK3EMILIIPOB
pou3BeieHui BombTrepa, KOTOpBIE MOCTYIHIIHN B JTUIEHCKYIO OMOIHOTEKY.

KuaroueBbie ciioBa: Bonwrep, PumienseBckuit uieit, ouodiauoreka, [.-111. Hukoss,
Opnecca.
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TBOPHU BOJIBTEPA B JIIIEVMCHKIN BIBJIIOTEI]

Pe3iome

Teopu Bomesrepa (1699-1778) — ¢dpaHIly3pKOro MpPOCBITHTEINS, OJHIET 3 KITFOYO-
BHUX QIryp CBITOBOI JiTeparypu i Qinocodii — 3aiiMaroTh MOMITHE Micle B (OHIAAX
HayxoBoi 6ibmiorekn Ojecbkoro HarioHadbHOTO yHiBepcutery iMeni I. 1. Meu-
HHUKOBA. Y TIIOBIJOMJICHHI PO3IVISJA€ThCs CTAHOBJICHHS KoJekuii «Bombrepiana»
VHIBEpCUTETCHKOI 0i0NIOTeKH Ha TEpIIOMYy eTami ii icTopii, o0 IMOB’s3aHUU 3
PimenseBchkum mineem B Oxeci (1817-1865).

€IMHUM JTOKYMEHTOM, y sKoMy 3aikcoBaHi IlikaBi st Hac kHWTH, € «Karamor
Kuuram, mo 3HaxomsThCsi B OCHOBHIH biOmiorer PilieiabeBCHKOr0 JLIEHO», IO
OyB crimanenuit y 1829 p. (30epiraetbes y ponai PimenseBcbkoro mineto (. 40)
HeprxaBHoro apxiBy Ozmecbkoi obnacti). Big3zHaunmo, 110 Bci 3ammcani B Karajosi
mpami Bombrepa 30eperiucs B 6i0mioTeni 0 TenepimHporo yacy. s Oumbir mo-
BHOTO BIATBOPEHHS pemepTyapy B IileHchKii Oibmiorerni Oy meperisHyTHil de
visu KoMIDIeKe TBOpiB Bombrepa, mo 30epiraroThCs Ha CHOTOAHIMIHIA Yac y (OH-
nax Oibmiorexu. bymu BimiOpani npumipanku 31 mrammnoM «[TEY: OJECC: PU-
HIEJIBEBCKAT'O JIULIESD».

[Ipencrapnena inhopmaris mpo HA3KY MPUMIPHUAKIB TBOPiB BonbTepa, siki Hagifmum
o Jtineiicekoi 6i0miorekn. Bin3HadeHi 0CHOBHI icTopuuHi (hakTH, BioMi ChOTOMHI
PO TTOYATKOBHIA eTamn (GpopMyBaHHs 0i0IiOTeKH PimenpeBCHKOTO IIECI0, PONIb Tep-
nora Pimense i adbara Hixomst. Y 1830—-1850-1i pp. nonoBHeHH 11 GoHIY TBOpamu
BosbTepa SBHO CHOBITBHUBIIOCS, [0 HE AUBHO B KOHTEKCTI MOCHJICHHS pPeakLiitHUX
TEH/ICHII} Y BHYTPINIHINA TONITUI APU3MY 1 B CYCITUIBHUX HACTPOSIX.

Jlineiicpka n00Oipka TBOpiB BosbTepa mpencraBieHa JOCHTh CKPOMHO, IPOTE BOHA
Oararopa3oBo 3pocia Micis IepeTBOPEHHS Jineto B HoBopociiickkuil yHIBEPCHTET,
TepII 32 BCE — 3aBIISIKH HAIXOMKEHHIO HanpuKiHOi XIX CT. NpecTKHUX MPUBATHUX
KHIDKKOBHUX 310panb ciM’1 Boponnosux i rpaga O. I'. Ctporanosa.

KurouoBi cioBa: Bonbrep, PimenbeBchkuii inelt, 6iomioreka, J.-111. Hikoms, Oneca.
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into Russian ... works by Mr. Voltaire
(ITonnoe cobpanue écex 00 HbiHe NEPeseoeHHbIX
Ha poccutickoll A3bIK ... couunenull 2. Bonmepa)
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